
Switched on 

She was smiling. Out of the corner of my eyes I noticed her. It became obvious 

that she had been watching my unusual behaviour and it caused her some 

Saturday morning amusement. Let me describe the scene to you that unfolded 

some twenty years ago, but has remained fresh in my memory to this day. It 

happened in one of the aisles at our local Woolworths shopping-centre. Having 

located the item of my search, a 40 watt frosted light bulb, I began to open the 

box and remove its content. Imagine the scene, a grown-up adult, holding a 

light bulb next to his ear, then shaking it. That’s when this lady arrived, 

presenting me with her quizzical smile and a question.  

“What are you doing?” 

“Listening for rattles,” I replied, not waiting for her response, but further 

explaining my behaviour. “If this bulb rattles then I know the filament inside is 

broken and I will put it back on the shelf and pick another one. I want to make 

sure the bulb I take home is actually working. You see, the dilemma is that the 

frosted glass prevents me from looking inside this bulb to check if it works.” 

It all seemed to make a lot of sense to her and we parted company. 

In our Gospel reading for today we are witnesses to an important event, the 

parable of the Good Samaritan. I don’t know about you, but alarm bells were 

ringing in my mind when two descriptions were provided in the first sentence. 

“An expert of the Law.”  “Stood up to test Jesus.” 

Why would someone want to do this? 

I can think of a number of reasons. One being, that since Moses came down 

from the mountain with the Ten Commandments, the religious rulers of the 

Israelites added a further 600 by-laws to these Ten Commandments. Einstein 

apparently once said, that what God has made very simply, men have 

succeeded to make incredibly complicated. The expert of the law, I believe, 

was chosen to test Jesus, because he was highly intelligent and educated. They 

chose him to confirm their incredibly complicated law, a law that was once so 

simple that even a child could understand the ten commandments. The ruling 

Israelites simply wanted to justify their way of life. 



During this conversation, twice Jesus, instead of providing an answer, 

presented the expert of the law with a question, a question which he was quite 

capable of answering. In fact, an expert of the law is not required to work out 

the simple commands that God has given to humanity. 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and love your fellow human 

being.” 

 And when we do love God and when we do love our neighbour, then our inner 

filament is in good working order. Our world will receive some of God’s light 

through you and me, but whenever selfishness reigns, whenever our own 

agenda is more important than God’s plan for our lives, then the light is not 

working. 

Over the past twenty-five years, in my walk with Jesus, the Holy Spirit has 

provided me at times with a very unique education. There were moments in 

my life when God provided a very simple answer to what appeared to be a 

complex and difficult situation. During my early years with Jesus I committed 

many Bible verses to memory. These, I believe, are my inner working filament, 

enlightening my mind to the correct choices which God offers to you and me. 

Here is one that is rather relevant to today’s parable of the Good Samaritan. 

You can discover this verse for yourself in the Book of Proverbs, chapter 3, 

verses 27 & 28.  

“Whenever you possibly can, do good to those who need it. Never tell your 

neighbour to come back tomorrow, if you can help your neighbour today.” 

These words have guided me over these past years and I guess, these words 

have had an impact on your life as well. The ministry of Bayside Community 

Care, which requires your love in action, is one piece of vital evidence. 

I would like to share a pearl of wisdom with you, a pearl that God provided 

many years ago, that has resulted in empowerment, clarification and much 

peace during difficult decision making times. Here it is again, part of proverbs 

3: 27. “Do good to those who need it.” 

The key word is “NEED.” Often someone will approach me with their needs, 

but many times it may not be a need, but a “WANT.” 



I don’t supply “wants”, only “needs.” God has re-educated me on this. 

Whenever I am presented with a request for something, I asked myself this 

qualifying question. Is it a need or is it a want?  

My suggestion is that we should all ask ourselves this question on a regular 

basis. Try it for yourself as you journey through the next week and perhaps 

discover as I did, that to fill a need is to love, but to fulfil a want is to either be 

selfish or to encourage selfishness in another person.  

Saint Paul once cautioned. “Selfishness produces nothing but trouble.” 

When selfishness reigns our inner filament is not working. However, when we 

are engaged as God’s chosen instruments, helping those who are in need, then 

we will illuminate our world with God’s light. 

How does this filament look like? 

The Word of God is our inner filament. The Holy Spirit is our inner filament and 

it is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, who connects us to the incredible light-

source, our Father in heaven.  

You know, this incident in the aisles of Woolworth shopping centre took place 

in 1997. I remember it so well, because I was at that time the recipient of 

divorce papers, a divorce I never wanted. When I stood there in the aisles of 

the shopping-centre, shaking this little light bulb, the lady smiling at me as if 

something wasn’t working inside my head, it was God, during that moment, 

who whispered something into my heart. I share it with you and may it give 

you much strength and peace as you journey through the coming week. This is 

what God whispered. 

“When the world rattles and shakes you, at times leaving you confused and in 

pain, perhaps deserted and alone, know this….. “I am your reliable filament 

and this world cannot put it out. You are mine. I have called you by name.” 

Saint Peter once wrote these words and these words are meant for you and 

me as well. In the 1st letter of Peter, chapter 2, verse 6, it is written. 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who 

trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” 



Whether the world rattles you, whether the world treats you kindly at the 

moment, please don’t rely on your own strength. Always rely on Jesus, 

because Jesus is the light, who has come into this world, to save you and me 

from eternal darkness. It’s all due to God’s  love for you and me.  

And may the peace of God, which transcends all human understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus, our Saviour and Lord. Amen 
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