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Grace Lutheran Community, 5th February 2023:  
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany / Education Sunday 

********************************************************
The sermon text for today is based on the  

Second Reading Colossians Chapter 3, verses 12 to 17. 
******************************************************** 

Hasn’t life changed? Even if you are a young person someone 
at Kindy perhaps or school, life yesterday is not the same today 
with so many new things to learn.  
 
Can you look back over your life and ponder on how it has 
changed? What about how you planned things – did they work 
out the way you planned them? Usually things happen in life 
that change the course of our plans or we simply grow and 
change what we know is important to us. The things we place 
value on change when we go through times of growth – often 
out of hardship or struggle. Often out of sin when we fall short 
of what God asks us to do. We then come to know our sin 
through the word of God and even through our friends and 
family and can come to Jesus in repentance or a turning back 
to Him for forgiveness.  
 
Life changes all the time. Do you know what your calling is, 
your vocation? What are the skills God has built up in you on 
the gifts God has given you? Can you have more than one 
vocation?  
 
The idea of working has changed so much over recent years 
and especially since COVID in early 2020. Many people in the 
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early days had one job or career and it wasn’t thought of much 
to change careers. In fact people took pride in staying with one 
company their whole working life.  
 
Now research is showing that many young people may have as 
many as 7 careers in their lifetime not being scared to retrain 
and move to an entirely different field. They take pride in 
building broader skill sets and to have a more hybrid work 
environment – except in education that is a little more not 
working from home unless there is a lockdown. But in all this 
change there are things that haven’t changed.  
 
What hasn’t changed is that the Lord has called you by name. 
He says you are mine. In constant change Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. What doesn’t change is the call 
on your life and the call to all people. Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of people. And as you go into the context God 
has called look at what else doesn’t change.  
 
Jesus died on the cross for your sin and mine – that will never 
change as that work is done. Jesus has defeated sin, death and 
the power of the devil not with a purchase of silver or gold or 
bitcoin rather with His holy and precious blood and His 
innocent suffering and death on the cross to offer us hope, 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  
So how many vocations do you have? Are you called into more 
than one role in life? Yes of course. Who here is a daughter or 
son, a child who at some point had a father and mother? Who 
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is a parent, a student, a staff member, an educator, a brother 
or sister, a friend? God gives us many vocations, calling us into 
many roles that change over time but what God has done in 
Jesus for us because He loves us so much never changes. What 
God calls us to do in Jesus never changes. Jesus says come to 
me and I will teach you, come to me when your calling is tough 
and I will give you rest and then I will send you out in my name. 
Go and make disciples of all nations. So in the end we are all 
called to follow Jesus to learn from Him and to be in Him as He 
remains in us by His word in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Saint Paul shares again who we are in our calling of followers 
of Jesus for we follow in response to the great love of God 
poured out upon us. Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity. 
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the 
message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 
in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
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do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.  
 
It is God who shapes us for His purpose by His word. Through 
others, life experiences. Jesus calls you into your work role too 
and promises to be with you always. He sends you and goes 
before you and behind you and in you. Know you are made to 
be a blessing to others in the space God has called you to serve 
and know that those people you serve are touched by Jesus 
living in you in a way that will change their life forever.  
Go in peace and serve boldly for Jesus has claimed you as His 
own, given you unique gifts that you only have for the role God 
has appointed you to and know that you are blessed and you 
are called and made holy to be a blessing to others. Amen. 
The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen 
 


