Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost, 24 August 2025
PSALM 92:1-4,12-15 — Bearing fruit even in old age.

It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most
High, proclaiming your love in the morning and your faithfulness at
night, to the music of the ten-stringed lyre and the melody of the
harp. For you make me glad by your deeds, Lord; | sing for joy at
what your hands have done. The righteous will flourish like a palm
tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house
of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still
bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming,
‘The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in
him.’

Old Testament: Jeremiah 29:10-14 — God's purpose for our lives.

This is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are completed for
Babylon, | will come to you and fulfil my good promise to bring you
back to this place. For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to
me, and | will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you
seek me with all your heart. | will be found by you,” declares the
Lord, ‘and will bring you back from captivity. | will gather you from
all the nations and places where | have banished you,” declares the
Lord, ‘and will bring you back to the place from which | carried you
into exile.

Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10 — Created for good works in Christ.

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it
is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ



and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in
order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no
one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-32 - Simeon’s faithful purpose fulfilled in old
age.

When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law
of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn
male is to be consecrated to the Lord’), and to offer a sacrifice in
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: ‘a pair of doves or
two young pigeons’. Now there was a man in Jerusalem called
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in
his arms and praised God, saying: ‘Sovereign Lord, as you have
promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of
all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of
your people Israel.’



