Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost, 7 September 2025
PSALM 32:1-5,10-11 — The joy of being forgiven

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against
them and in whose spirit is no deceit. When | kept silent, my bones
wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your
hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of
summer. Then | acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my
iniquity. | said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you
forgave the guilt of my sin.

Micah 7:18-20 — God casts our sins into the depths of the sea

Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression
of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry for ever but
delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will
tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of
the sea. You will be faithful to Jacob, and show love to Abraham, as
you pledged on oath to our ancestors in days long ago.

Colossians 1:9-14 — Redemption and forgiveness through Christ

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not
stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that
the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in
the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience,
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has
rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.



Luke 7:36-50 — Jesus forgives a sinful woman

When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he
went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. A woman in
that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume.
As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and
poured perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw
this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know
who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a
sinner.” Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two people owed money to a certain
moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the
debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon replied,
“I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have
judged correctly,” Jesus said. Then he turned towards the woman and
said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? | came into your house. You
did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her
tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You
did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.
Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been forgiven — as her great
love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Then
Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests began to
say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ Jesus said
to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’



